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Life Well-Lived

Lois Rezeau, a 59 year resident of Park Ridge and First United Methodist Church, loved to be involved in Win/Win situations.  With her 88th birthday, it was time to consider moving closer to family.  She sold her home and settled in a retirement community in sunny California only one mile from her daughter.  

Several years ago, Lois took advantage of another Win/Win situation following a Planned Giving Seminar at her church.  She established a charitable gift annuity that gives her fixed, annual payments for life.  And the remainder would be given to First UMC.  “The gift annuity paid higher interest than a CD,” she explained, “and I told my children long ago that I wanted to leave a gift for the church.” 

With part of the proceeds from the sale of her home, she established a second gift annuity.  Talk about a Win/Win! This annuity paid 9.8% annually.  In days of rock-bottom interest rates on things like CDs, the gift annuity offered an excellent option.  In addition, Lois received a charitable tax deduction the year she did it, and a percentage of the annual payments were also tax-free.  

Best of all, the remainder would go to the church.  “The church is the heart of my life. We need to live our faith day by day, and we need to renew it – day  by day.”  Her legacy, funded by charitable gift annuities, is one way she remembered the church that she loved and the faith that surrounded her every day.  

Lois died in late 2010, and her legacy lives through these gifts to her church.
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