Statement about Investments
From the United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2008

Paragraph 716 Policies Relative to Socially Responsible Investments

It shall be the policy of The United Methodist Church that all general boards and agencies,
including the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits, and all administrative agencies and
institutions, including hospitals, homes, educational institutions, annual conferences,
foundations, and local churches, shall, in the investment of money, make a conscious effort to
invest in institutions, companies, corporations, or funds whose practices are consistent with the
goals outlined in the Social Principles; and shall endeavor to avoid investments that appear
likely, directly or indirectly, to support racial discrimination, violation of human rights,
sweatshop or forced labor, gambling, or the production of nuclear armaments, alcoholic
beverage or tobacco, or companies dealing in pornography. The boards and agencies are to give
careful consideration to shareholder advocacy, including advocacy of corporate disinvestments.

Paragraph 2532 Board of Trustees’ Powers and Limitations —. . .

5. Subject to the direction of the charge conference as hereinbefore provided, the board of
trustees shall receive and administer all bequests made to the local church, shall receive and
administer all trust funds of the local church in conformity with laws of the country, state, or
like political unit in which the local church is located. Nevertheless, upon notice to the board of
trustees, the charge conference may delegate the power, duty, and authority to receive,
administer, and invest bequests, trusts, and trust funds to the permanent endowment
committee or to a local church foundation . . .

The board of trustees is encouraged to invest in institutions, companies, corporations, or funds
that make a positive contribution toward the realization of the goals outlined in the Social
Principles of our Church. The board of trustees is to act as a socially responsible investor and to
report annually to the charge conference regarding its carrying out of this responsibility. When
such property is in the form of investable funds, the board of trustees shall consider placement
for investment and administration with the United Methodist foundation serving that
conference...



