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The James Parlor at First United Methodist Church was filled 
with more than 70 people who gathered to celebrate the oppor-
tunity to spread the Good News in their neighborhoods and to 
those who do not yet know Christ. The United Methodist 
Foundation’s Grants Reception honored grantees from 47 local 
churches and church-related agencies for various projects and 
programs which embody the vision and principles of Harvest 
2020. 
 
With small amounts of money, $500 to $2500, these creative 
ideas are becoming programs which offer hospitality, spiritual 
growth, compassionate service and intentional outreach. 
 
Representatives accepted the grants and shared a few words about their ministries, providing context and a flavor 
of their work for Jesus Christ.  Here are a few of the comments overheard: 
 

“I read I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church, and the advice was this – ‘If you offer music, something for kids 
and food, they will come.’  So we did and it worked!”  Reverend Wendy Hardin, Community Fine Arts 
Program at New Hope UMC – Chicago 
 
“(The kids) love the program’s name: JAM!  I haven’t told them yet that it stands for ‘Jesus And Me!’”  
Reverend Marie Carlson, First UMC – Kirkland, JAM   Youth Ministry, a  North Kishwaukee Cluster 
Project 
 
“It started with one small sign posted at the grocery store inviting others to join a Chinese New Year cele-
bration at (Grace) church; 175 people showed up!  We don’t know how God will use us next, but we are 
excited and grateful to be able to sponsor a Christian Chinese congregation in LaSalle Peru.”  Lois Croas-
dale, Chinese Christian Fellowship at Grace UMC – LaSalle 
 
“We know that to be young and smart and Black is a good thing.  We offer basic job readiness skills to 
capitalize on these assets within a faith-based support network.”  Reverend Felicia Howell LaBoy, Let’s 
Go to Work at Maple Park UMC 
 
“We have to kick kids out sometimes because they don’t want to leave!” Reverend Orlando Moller, Agui-
las de Luz youth program at Bethany El Buen Pastor UMC 
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Agape House Christian Ministry, Campus Ministry Program at University of Illinois at Chicago 
Agape House, an ecumenical campus ministry, offers worship, spiritual growth, small groups and leadership devel-
opment for UIC students and neighbors.  Agape House is working with the new faith community in the Southwest 
Loop, reaching out in the name of Christ, in an area that has little United Methodist presence. 
 
Aurora Cluster , Satellite Campus Outreach to Local Colleges 
Trained volunteers use the Listening Post in various college campuses in the area, providing opportunities for 
unchurched young adults to explore faith issues. 
 
Bethany El Buen Pastor United Methodist Church – Chicago, Aguilas de Luz – Eagles of Light 



The church hosts a Friday afternoon and evening drop-in center for Latino-Hispanic youth, providing supervised 
fellowship, positive role models and mentoring, faith-based study and leadership development. 
 
Bethany Methodist Communities (BMC), Gardening in Glenview: Planting Seeds, Tending Healthy Disciples, 
Blooming for the World 
In partnership with Glenview-area cluster churches, BMC offers its resources to establish a new multi-generational 
faith community in The Glen and to provide assistance to local churches on health-related issues affecting older 
adults. 
 
Batavia United Methodist Church – Flowing Grace Campus, Do Something Wellness Program 
The church offers community service and resources to surrounding neighbors.  A month-long health and wellness 
initiative is planned offering free clinic, screenings and wellness opportunities, especially for those who cannot 
afford proper medical care. 
 
Broadway United Methodist Church – Chicago, Senior Happy Hour 
Community Seniors gather weekly for conversation and activities that inform, foster community, and promote dig-
nity and worth. 
 
ChildServ, Tutoring Program at The Chicago Temple 
The weekly one-on-one tutoring program uses trained volunteers, many of whom work in the loop area, to work 
with students from Ruben Salazar Bilingual Education Center.  Other components include parent involvement, 
transportation and socialization. 
 
Christ the Carpenter United Methodist Church – Rockford, Carpenter Youth Club 
The church plans a comprehensive youth program targeted at neighborhood youth ages 15-21.  They are beginning 
to build the program with trained young adults who are also trained in fitness and grew up in the neighborhood 
around the church. 
 
Christ United Methodist Church – Algonquin, Community Resources for Families 
Many families in the community are experiencing the “sandwich generation” challenges – balancing the needs of 
raising a family while caring for the needs of aging parents.  The project will offer a workshop series of helpful 
resources including the church’s Stephen Ministry program. 
 
Cornerstone United Methodist Church – Elgin, Youth Outreach & Discipleship 
The church youth program, currently serving over 100 youth plans to expand capacity to welcome over 300 youth I 
the next five years.  This growing area offers many opportunities for bringing the Gospel to youth and nurturing 
healthy disciples through the teen years. 
 
Cornerstone United Methodist Church – Oak Park, Radical Hospitality to Our Neighbors 
The church plans four neighborhood events to promote community and introduce faith-based values and activities.  
Plans include a Fall Festival, a spoken word event for teens, a multi-cultural family event and an educational semi-
nar for adults. 
 
Cortland United Methodist Church, After School Program 
The church offers a mid-week after school program for neighborhood children.  The church is located in a growing 
community and this program is one outreach to the area’s new families. 
 
Cosmopolitan United Methodist Church – Melrose Park, Ping Pong Ministry 
The church is expanding its community ping pong tournaments, which has offered an excellent opportunity to 
practice hospitality. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Crete United Methodist Church, Before and After School Program 
The church will continue a long-time successful program serving children 
who attend the elementary school across the street from the church, with-
out resources from the local park district.  The elementary school is lo-
cated across the street from the church. 
 
 

Edison Park United Methodist Church, Spanish Language and Culture Class 
The project seeks to equip church leaders with communication tools and cultural understanding to reach Latinos in 
ministry. 
 
 
 
 
Euclid Avenue United Methodist Church – Oak Park, Artist-in-Residence 
Program 
An arts ministry, this program offers children, youth and adults opportunities 
to use creative activities and visual arts to connect with theological discovery. 
 
 
 
 
 
First United Methodist Church – Franklin Park , Our Future is Now! 
The church plans a series of outreach events during the next two years to reach the community’s unchurched. 
 
First United Methodist Church – Harvard , Worship Enhancement Project 
The church plans to install multi-media equipment to enhance worship and to offer a variety of programming for 
the community. 
 
First United Methodist Church – Kirkland & North Ki shwaukee Cluster, JAM Youth Ministry 
This cluster will host youth ministry as a combined program to give high school youth a large group faith-based 
experience. 
 
Friendship United Methodist Church – Bolingbrook, Study Club 
This after school program provides homework assistance, study skills development and tutoring for children grades 
3-5 from a nearby elementary school.  They model the program after the long-time site at the Lutheran Church 
which has a waiting list of children. 
 
Glenbrook Korean United Methodist Church, Glenbrook Love Letter 
The church will customize a Christian evangelism magazine targeted to the Korean community on a monthly basis. 
 
Grace United Methodist Church – Joliet, Pioneer Club 
This faith-based midweek program offers children grades K-6 additional religious study and fellowship between 
Sunday School and the junior high confirmation program. 
 
Grace United Methodist Church – LaSalle, Chinese Christian Fellowship 
The ecumenical gathering began as a serendipitous Chinese New Year celebration.  A significant number of Chris-
tian Chinese continue to attend regular fellowship and bilingual worship, and gatherings continue to grow. 
 



Holy Covenant United Methodist Church – Chicago, Children and Families Ministry 
The program offers neighborhood families parenting support and encouragement in the faith-based context. 
 
Hub Cluster – DeKalb District, Hub Cluster Ministries 
Eight area churches participate in disaster-relief efforts throughout the US.  They have learned that a gas-powered 
generator and a GPS system are two important items for their mission trips. 
 
Ivanhoe United Methodist Church – Riverdale, It Takes A Village Ministries 
The church is re-launching a before and after school program in cooperation with a neighboring grade school 
which no longer has funding for this program.  It follows a successful summer day camp that also provided wrap-
around child care for more than 50 children. 
 
Korean Jesus-Love United Methodist Church – Chicago, Revival Meeting 
The new church start plans monthly revivals targeted to 1.5 generation Korean Americans in the Chicago area. 
 
Latino Ministry Center , Spanishtown 
This biennial program offers a week-long Spanish immersion event to assist in developing fluency in Spanish. 
 
Maple Park United Methodist Church – Chicago, Let’s Go To Work 
This hands-on training series offers job-readiness skills, mentoring and encouragement especially for area youth 
and young adults. 

 
 
 
 
Marcy-Newberry Association, Mission Awareness Tours 
The tours will showcase Marcy Newberry programs to conference United 
Methodist Women groups. 
 
 
 

Methodist Youth Services, Anchor Outreach 
The before and after school program provides tutoring, life skills and job readiness especially for youth in their 
emergency shelter. 
 
Neighborhood United Methodist Church – Maywood, Tutoring Program 
The four day weekly after school program works intensively with third and fourth grade students identified by two 
local schools.  More than 30 trained volunteers provide tutoring, snacks and fun.  The church works with the same 
group of students for up to two years, allowing children to improve academically, develop self-esteem and become 
spiritually uplifted. 
 
New Hope United Methodist Church – Chicago, Outreach to Children and Youth 
Cooperative summer children’s events will be offered by New Hope and Edison Park United Methodist Churches 
to highlight the church’s presence in the midst of the diverse population in these4 neighborhoods. 
 
North Central College, Church Leadership 
The program focuses on recruitment, support and training persons for ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
NIC Outdoor and Retreat Ministries, Junior High Camping Ministry 
The program will use Wesley Woods Conference Center facilities and 
program staff to resource junior high youth groups throughout the 
Northern Illinois Conference. 
 
 
 
Olympia Fields United Methodist Church, Martial Arts Ministry 
St. Marks UMC, Chicago brings the successful Martial Arts program to the south suburbs.  The program is an ap-
proach to martial arts that integrates Christian values and explicit Christian identity with the physical and emo-
tional disciplines associated with Korean martial arts.  The program targets children ages 6-14. 
 
Plattville United Methodist Church, Hesed House Outreach 
Volunteers provide transportation to and from worship on Sunday morning for families residing at Hesed House 
emergency and transitional housing programs.  The church also provides adult study and a meal for participants. 
 
Prophetstown United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall Upgrade 
The church is a community gathering place in this rural area.  Improvements in heating, sound and lighting will 
make the space a hospital site for community events. 
 
St. James United Methodist Church - Chicago, Sabbath Day Youth Club 
The weekly Saturday program offers youth Bible-based Christian formation and opportunities to become trained 
church leaders in worship through the confirmation program, acolyte and usher programs and liturgical dance and 
music ministries. 
 
St. Mark United Methodist Church - Chicago, Martial Arts Ministry 
This youth program uses martial arts disciplines to build character and instill Christian values.  The ministry has 
also provided a vehicle for successful outreach to other cultures including Korean and Latino neighbors. 
 
Stephenson South-Freeport Area Cluster, Upper Room Outreach Center 
An expansion of the Freeport Area Church Cooperative (FACC) which provides basic needs services, the Upper 
Room Outreach Center adds spiritual nurture to assist people in reestablishing healthy and meaningful lives...  
Regular worship opportunities and small group support and teaching will be included at the Center. 
 
Trinity United Methodist Church – Chicago, BOB at the Gym 
The monthly gathering of youth from Trinity and St. Mark UMCs will offer a large group experience for youth 
while building bridges for activities beyond the local church. 
 
Trinity United Methodist Church – Joliet , Summer School & Tutoring Project 
The eight-week summer program reached more than 50 Latino neighborhood children in 2008.  The successful 
outreach efforts continue, and the need for replacement of tables was highlighted to serve children and families in 
this program and throughout the church year. 
 
United Church of Rogers Park, Education & Outreach 
The church plans to build on its neighborhood outreach programs, Kids’ Club and Teen Night, with additional chil-
dren/family-based programming. 
 
University Christian Ministry at Northwestern Unive rsity , Student Leadership Team 
This new initiative offers students training and opportunity to lead worship, small groups and social justice activi-



ties for the college student ministry. 
 
Westridge Community United Methodist Church - Chicago, Burning Bush Prayer Group 
This weekly bible study and prayer meeting provides resources for new immigrants to Chicago from the Congo 
who are French-speaking. 
 
Zion United Methodist Church – Mendota, Hispanic Ministries Program 
The church is moving forward with sponsorship of a Latino congregation through a variety of programs and pro-
jects. 


